
Timpani Drum Trumpet

Cymbals Horn

1.  The member of the percussion family was 
invented in Europe. 

2.   For 600 years they have been used at 
celebrations and ceremonies usually being played 
while on the backs of horses or elephants!

3.  Timpanis were used in the orchestra to make
music for the first time in the 1600s.

4.  The Timpani is made from a large metal bowl 
and a large animal skin that is stretched over the top
opening.  

5.  It is then played by banging on it with 
mallets.  Mallets are sticks with balls of yarn, felt or
cloth on one end. 

1.  Cymbals are large metal plates that are played 
by banging them together or hitting them with mallets.

2. They were invented in China or Turkey over 3,200
years ago!

3.  Cymbals used to be played by different armies 
to signal the start of battles. 

4. In the 1700’s they were 
used for the first time to make music.
 
5.  Cymbals are one of the loudest members of the 
percussion family and are often gold or silver in color.

 

1.  Trumpets are very old.  Pictures of trumpets
have been discovered in old Egyptian pyramid 
drawings from 3,500 years ago!

2.  Trumpets are the oldest member of the brass
family.  They have been made of everything from
hard clay (pottery) or glass to elephant tusks and even
human leg bones!!!  Really, they are just long tubes.

3.  Long ago, trumpets were used by the army for 
signaling troops into battle.  400 years ago people
started using them to make music.  They are loud and 
can play higher than any other brass instrument.

4.  Trumpets have three valves that the player can
push down to make different sounds and are usually
gold in color but can also be silver, red or green.

1.  The horn is a long, long, tube which starts out
tiny and gets really wide at the end.

2.  The tiny end is where the mouthpiece goes
and the big end is where the sound comes out.  That 
part is called the bell.  

3.  The player has to shove his orher hand up into 
the bell while they play.

4.  Older Horns were made of real horns from a 
goat or from large shells called Conch.  Hawaiian
people would use a Conch horn to communicate over
long distances.  

   Conch Shell


