
Cello Oboe

Tuba Clarinet

1.  The cello is made of wood and must be played
sitting down.  It is bigger than the violin but not as big
as the bass.  

2.  The cello has four strings and is played 
with a bow like other members of the string family.

3.  The cello was invented 500 years ago.  It
was used mostly for dance music so people could
shake their booties but after it became popular, it
was used for all sorts of music.  

5.  The tone of the cello is very low, like the
sound of an old man singing.  The body and neck of 
the cello are made of wood while the strings can be
made from the intestines of sheep and goats!

1.  The tuba is the biggest brass instrument.  The 
player must sit down to play it because it is too
heavy to hold and play at the same time!  All other 
brass instruments can be played while standing but
not the tuba!

2.  The tuba has four buttons called valves.  It 
makes the lowest and deepest sounds of all the 
members of the brass family.  

3.  It is also made of the longest and widest tube of 
all the brass instruments.

4.  The tuba is almost 200 years old and was 
invented in Germany.  It’s colors are gold or silver.  

 

1.  The name oboe means “loud wood”.  This member 
of the woodwind family was invented in France 300
years ago.  

2.  The oboe is really just a long tube, shaped 
like a straw and it has 20 holes along it’s side.  

3.  The oboe is usually dark brown or black.  It
has many metal pieces that help the player make 
different sounds.  

4.  The oboe and the clarinet look like brother and 
sister.  The way to tell them apartis that the oboe 
has two very thin pieces of wood at the top while 
the clarinet only has one.  These pieces of wood 
are called reeds. 

1.  The clarinet is a long, thin wooden tube like many 
of the other members of the woodwind family.  

2.  They also have many metal parts that the player 
can use to help him or her change the sounds.  

3.  Clarinets have a very smooth sound and are 
nice to listen to.  They can also play very high notes 
but not as high as the flute.  

4.  The clarinet looks just like the oboe but you 
can tell them apart by looking at the top.  A clarinet 
has only one small piece of thin wood but the oboe 
has two.  These little pieces of wood are called reeds.

5.  The clarinet was invented in 1690 in Germany.


