
Double Bass Bassoon

Violin Flute

1.  The double bass is made of wood and is so
large that it must be played while standing up.  

2.  Some of the very first double basses were so 
large that two people were needed to play them.  One 
person would stand on a ladder to press down the 
strings at the top while the other would stay on the 
ground and use a giant bow!  
 
3.  Modern orchestras usually have 8 double
basses.  These instruments are the largets and
deepest member of the string family.  

4.  The double bass has four strings and can make 
music by plucking the strings or pulling a bow across 
them.

1.  There are more violins than any other instrument 
in the orchestra.  The violins help to create the sound 
that the orchestra is known for and usually play the 
melody.  (The melody is the part of the song that you 
remember most.)

2.  Early violins were played in groups that would
play music for people to dance to.  

3. Like all members of the string family, violins
have four strings.  They can be played while sitting or
standing and can make sound with the help of a bow
or by plucking their strings with a finger.

4. Violin strings used to be made of sheep or 
goat intestines while the bow was made of wood and
horse hair!

1.  The bassoon is the second lowest member of the
woodwind family.  If you stretched it out it would be
almost 8 feet long.  That’s taller than most people!

2.  Bassoons are made of wood and players 
must blow into it through a long, curvy metal straw.   

3.  Like the oboe, the bassoon is played with two 
reeds.  The player puts them in his or her mouth 
and blows air into them.  This makes them vibrate 
very fast and sound is created.

4.  Bassoons come in five pieces and have to
be put together before they can be played.

1.  The flute is different from other woodwinds
because they don’t use reeds (little pieces of wood)
to make sound and they aren’t even made of wood!  
Flutes are now made of metal and have a silver color.

2.  There are many different kinds of flutes.  
There is a small kind called an ocarina, which is
bubble shaped and come from South Africa.  

3.  There are also flutes from South America called 
Pan Pipes.  Some countries even have flutes that 
you play with your nose!

4.  No matter what they look like flutes are still
just one long tube with many holes on it’s side.  The
player must cover these holes with his or her fingers
to make different sounds.


